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The End of an Era 
 
 
As we venture into the beginning of a 
new journey with Colorado Custom 
Ware, we said goodbye to the end of 
another era. With more than 20 years 
of constant use it was time to say 
goodbye to old friends. It was time to 
shut down both the legacy CLT and 
WYS mainframe systems and work 
one last time with Clyde Barker. 
 
On November 27, 2006, Clyde Barker 
arrived at the Property Tax Division’s 
office to begin the grueling task of 
offloading all the mainframe data. 
That Monday morning started off with 
meetings with the state’s IT staff to 
locate the multiple files on the  
mainframe. Once the meetings 
concluded it was time for Clyde to 
write the necessary programs to start 
the offload process. It was also 
necessary to determine what files 
needed to be saved and what files 
could be deleted. Most of the deleted 

files were programs that were ran once 
and hadn’t been activated for years.  
 
Clyde and I spent the remainder of the 
week extracting the past twenty years 
off the mainframe and backing them 
onto storage tapes. It was amazing the 
amount of data and reports that existed 
in the mainframe. In the WYS system, 
there were over 100,000 RPTR reports 
that were requested. We used over 100 
tapes to back up the WYS system and 
over 80 tapes to back up the CLT 
system.  All of these tapes will be 
archived at an off site location for 
seven years and the mainframe 
documentation will be archived at an 
off site location for three years. At that 
point they will be destroyed. One 
thing to mention about the archived 
tapes is that they are stored because of 
statutory requirements, it would be 
very time consuming and expensive to 
retrieve and reinstate them. That 
would require the Property Tax 
Division to re-contract with Clyde 
Barker and pay to have the tape 
uploaded back to the mainframe.  
 
On a personal note, Friday, December 
1, 2006 was a very emotional day for 
the Property Tax Division. We 
witness two decades of work come to 
a screeching halt at the flick of a 
switch and the end of a working 
relationship with Clyde Barker. 
Everyone here knew the day would 
come but nobody knew how they 
would react to the mainframe shutoff 
and saying goodbye to a loyal 
contractor and a good friend. We all 
attempted to put a smile on our face 
and joke about the past but deep down 
it was eating us alive. Thank You 
Brenda Arnold for taking the time to 
make Clyde’s last week here a joyous 
one. 
 

It was a pleasure to assist you on the 
mainframe for the last six years, for 
the WYS counties and the last three 
years on the CLT counties. There 
were those of you that taught me a 
thing or two about the system.  
Hopefully I was able to teach you 
some things as well! I really 
appreciate your patience and 
understanding through the mainframe 
process and look forward to working 
with you on appraisal needs in the 
future. 
 
 
Jack Rehm 
Principal Appraiser 
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Ring….Ring….Hello, it 
Appears the VPN is 
Down. 
 
At times, the county VPN device that 
allows the IT group of the Property 
Tax Division (PTD) to get into your 
system as well as connect the Internet  
to the Server will unfortunately be off-
line.  When the IT group of (PTD) 
discovers such an incidence, we’re 
going to be calling you to request 
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certain actions be taken.  In most 
cases, all you will need to do is unplug 
the power cable from the power 
source, then reconnect the cable. 
While doing this, please pay close 
attention to the front panel of your 
VPN device. Make sure that all the 
lights are green and there are no 
flashing lights of any color. A flashing 
power light gives you a hint that your 
power connection may be at fault .If 
you have unplugged and plugged the 
power cord in and you still see 
flashing lights, the power outlet may 
be at fault. Your local building 
maintenance staff can fix this problem 
for you. 
 
Below are listed a few other instances 
we have encountered that pertain to a 
counties’ VPN being down: 
 
1). The cable linking the VPN to Wide 
Area Network or to the ISP provider 
has been disconnected or loosens. The 
same may happen to cable connecting 
the VPN to the server.  It does not hurt 
to check the cables once in awhile to 
ensure they are tightly connected. 
 
2). When the county is having internet 
connectivity problems, this will affect 
the connection between the county 
and DOR.  If the county does not have 
internet connection over the county 
network, contact your county IT 
person for assistance. Advise them 
you are having internet connectivity 
problems and they will take the issue 
from there. Another option here is to 
contact your local IP provider for a 
status line check for the VPN line. 
Sometimes, the internet provider has 
made changes without notifying the 
county. Should this happen, advise 
DOR as to any changes we may have 
implemented on our end.  
 
3).There could be changes made to the 
county network that may affect 
connectivity with DOR.  Sometimes, 
you’ll have to work with the county IT 
staff to resolve these issues.  The main 
problem in the past has been changing 
IP addresses and DOR was not 
notified in a timely manner.  
 
Subsequently, we are asking that you 
have the IT group of the PTD on the 
top of your check list when you decide 
to change service providers! 

 
If this were a perfect network, the 
soft-ware would always function and 
the hardware would never fail.  There 
would never, never be a downed 
communication line.  Internet services 
and providers would never change 
settings.  But we all know this is not a 
perfect world! Because if it were, we 
would never have any IT challenges, 
and we would always have the perfect 
answers for taxpayers under any 
circumstances.  
                             
Bob Eicher 
Principal Appraiser  
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Oil & Gas Questions 
&Answers 

 
 
The Appraisal Services Group has 
received a couple of questions 
recently pertaining to the appraisal of 
Oil & Gas that we thought would be 
beneficial to share with all of you. 
 
First question being;  if the well is 
listed as abounded and the  company 
is reporting all of that equipment as 
being removed but  you find 
equipment is still there – is the 
equipment still taxable?  The answer 
to this question is YES.  Keep in 
mind; you may want to identify the 
equipment at a salvage value 
depending on its condition. 
 
The second question that’s been 
popping up lately is what does the P, 
A, T, H, I and C stand for in the drop 
down box in the RealWare status 
column on the well screen. 
 
 P = Producing 
A = Abandoned  
T = Temporary 
H = H2s 
I = Injection 
C = Coal Bed Methane 
 
I hope this information will be helpful 
to all of you!  If you run across any 
additional questions/answers or topics 
that you think might help other 
counties please don’t hesitate to give 
us a call so we can include them in 
future AdVal Advisors. 
 
Joyln Stotts 
Principal Appraiser 
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   Counties Currently on the        
 New Statewide           
        Veterans’ Database: 
              

Campbell 
Fremont 

Hot Springs 
Laramie 
Lincoln 
Natrona 
Sublette 

Sweetwater 
Teton 

Washakie 
Weston 
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☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺

☺ 
 
Thanks to all of you that gave us an 
enjoyable training experience in 
Casper, the week of December 4, 
2006. Assembling materials, lectures 
and enough fun anecdotes to keep the 
audiences’ attention is truly, at times, 
a daunting task. We hope this 
provided helpful information and we 
look forward to continuing this 
weeklong training format. 
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From the 

Administrator 
 
 
Time was when winter was a season 
when things slowed down.  Days were 
short, the weather cold, snow on the 
ground or blowing about—time to 
stay close to home, maybe next to a 
warm stove.  Well, not any more!  
December and January have been 
downright frantic, for both the 
Property Tax Division and the 
Assessors.  To be sure, in many parts 
of Wyoming at least, winter this year 
has been more like “the good (?) ol’ 
days.”  A fair amount of snow, cold, 
and blizzarding that has sometimes 
made travel difficult.  But that really 
hasn’t slowed things down. 
 
Division staff has been on the road a 
lot in the last two months—teaching  
classes and assisting assessors’ 
offices.  That’s one reason that the  

Advisor didn’t publish in December 
and may be a little sparse this issue.   
Those same staff members are our 
“reporters” for the Advisor.  In  
January, the Division also participated 
in the Assessors winter meeting here 
in Cheyenne, along with the 
associated Wyoming CAMA Users’ 
Group meeting.  You all should know 
about the new Users’ Group website 
by now (http://cama.wy.gov).  Be sure 
to check it out often!  Also in January, 
the Division sponsored the New 
Assessors’ Orientation.  On that note, 
welcome to our new County 
Assessors!  We are glad to have you 
as part of the Wyoming assessment 
team. 
 
Here at the Division, we continue to 
devote a lot of time and resources to 
assure that our new CAMA system 
reaches its potential.  We also 
continue to work on our educational 
offerings within the framework of an 
educational environment - particularly 
with IAAO courses—that is very 
dynamic and changing rapidly. 
 
Of course, the Wyoming Legislature is 
in session, and the Division continues 
to monitor any developments on that 
front that may affect Wyoming 
assessment. 
 
Up until last week, the weather was 
bitter cold with a biting wind that 
stung one’s face.  The old saying that 
“there ain’t nothin’ between here and 
the North Pole but a barbed wire 
fence, and most of it’s down” seemed  
to hold true.  When I came back from  
lunch today, I only needed a light 
coat.  Winter has retreated, if only 
temporarily.  Something tells me, 
though, that no matter what the 
weather, those somber winter days of 
quiet reflection are going to be few 
and far between for awhile. 
  
Wade W. Hall 
Administrator 
Property Tax Division 
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'If you expect nothing, you're 
apt to be surprised. You'll get 

it."  
-Malcolm Forbes 

 


